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House Bill 13-1001:  Governor Hickenlooper signed HB 1001 on May 15th. Created by HB 1001 is an Advanced Industries Acceleration grant program as a source for technology transfer proof-of-concept, early stage capital and retention, and infrastructure funding grants. Specific industries would be recipients of these grants:  advanced manufacturing, aerospace, bioscience, electronics, energy and natural resources. The source of funding for these grants are limited gaming funds currently credited to the Bioscience Discovery Evaluation Fund and the Income Tax Withholding Fund. 

House Bill 13-1006:  Colorado’s kids benefit from HB 1006 signed by the Governor on May 16th. HB 1006 creates the “Breakfast After the Bell Program,” which “requires every school with 70 percent or more students eligible for free or reduced lunch, to offer a free breakfast to each student enrolled in the school.” 

House Bill 13-1044:  Also signed by the Governor on May 16th, HB 1044 authorizes the Water Quality Commission to promulgate a regulation with standards for the use of graywater. Graywater is defined as “wastewater collected within a building from sources other than toilets and urinals, kitchen sinks, dishwashers and non-laundry utility sinks.” “Graywater is limited to applications that are within the uses allowed under the well permit or water rights of the original sources of water,” and can be used “only if local government adopts a resolution or ordinance authorizing its use.” The General Assembly acknowledged its highest priorities and greatest responsibilities to be “reducing per capital residential, commercial and industrial demands as one of the most important public strategies for meeting Colorado’s future water demands.”  

House Bill 13-1146:  Signed by the Governor on March 15th, HB 1146 will offer the victim of identity theft an additional way to challenge relevant public records, which under current law is through the courts, a costly and slow means. HB 1146 allows a person to pursue a records challenge with the Colorado Bureau of Investigation (CBI) by submission of fingerprint evidence. Upon verification by the CBI that the victim is not the same person as the person arrested, the CBI is required to issue a letter of misidentification and update its records accordingly. A restitution order is also required of a sentencing court for any costs incurred to challenge his or her records, and “if applicable, provide the CBI with an order stating the victim’s factual innocence.” 
House Bill 13-1077:  Signed by the Governor on May 11th, HB 1077 gives a driver in an administrative proceeding for revocation of a driver’s license, the right to challenge the validity of the law enforcement officer’s contact with the driver and driver’s subsequent arrest for DUI, DUI per se or DWAI.  
House Bill 13-1046:  Signed by the Governor on May 11th, HB 1146 “prohibits an employer from requesting or requiring an employee or applicant to disclose any user name, password or other means of accessing his or her personal account or service through the employee’s or applicant’s electronic communication device. An employee or applicant is also prohibited from compelling anyone being added to a list of contacts with a social media account from requiring, requesting, suggesting or causing an employee or applicant to change privacy settings associated with a social networking account. 

House Bill 13-1136:  Signed by the Governor on May 6th, HB 1136 “would allow the additional remedies of compensation and punitive damages in employment discrimination cases brought under state law against employers where intentional employment discrimination cases brought under state law against employers is proven, and “would be in addition to the remedies allowed under current law, namely, front pay, back pay, interest on back pay, reinstatement or hiring and other equitable relief that may be awarded.” Those 70 years and older are also afforded protection under the federal “Age Discrimination in Employment Act of 1967.” 

House Bill 13-1225:  Signed by the Governor on May 10th, HB 1225 benefits Colorado homeowners through changes to the regulation by requiring insurers to provide a specific disclosure at least annually regarding policy limits, replacement value and the importance of preparing an inventory of the contents of the home and outbuildings. Also included in HB 1225 were additional changes that benefit Colorado homeowners (as amended in committee): 

· insurers include additional living expense (ALE) coverage of not less than 12 months with an option to purchase a total of 24 months coverage; 
· insurers make available extended replacement-cost coverage and law and ordinance coverage; 

· the text of all homeowner’s insurance documents must not exceed the tenth-grade reading level by January 1, 2015; 

· insurers consider an estimate from a policyholder’s licensed contractor or architect as the basis for establishing the replacement cost; 

· at renewal, insurers provide written notification to policyholders describing changes in insurance policy language; 

· insurers make an electronic or paper copy of the homeowner’s insurance documents available within three business days of the policyholder’s request; 

· in the event of a total loss of a furnished dwelling, insurers offer a minimum of 30 percent of the value of the contents coverage without requiring a written inventory;

· if a policyholder receives the depreciated value of contents, the insurer make available to the policyholder the methodology used for determining the depreciated value; 

· an insurer allow a policyholder up to 180 days after a total loss claim to submit an inventory of lost or damage property, or in the event of a disaster, up to 270 days; 

· an insurer allow a policy holder up to 180 days after the expiration of ALE to replace property and receive recoverable depreciation on that property; 

· insurance agents selling homeowner’s insurance must complete at least three hours of continuing education in homeowner’s insurance coverage every two years; and

· at least annually, insurers provide policyholders with a specific disclosure form that clarifies that the policyholder is responsible for the adequacy of his or her replacement cost coverage and for maintaining a home contents inventory. 

   Finally, on or after January 1, 2014, the bill makes void any provision in a homeowner’s policy that requires the policyholder to sue the insurer in the case of any dispute within a shorter period of time than allowed for by the applicable statute of limitations. 

House Bill 13-1278:  Signed by the Governor on May 11th, HB 1278 concerns the reporting of oil spills and the time limit for said reporting. The introduced bill was amended by the Transportation and Energy Committee from “one barrel or more, or the equivalent of one barrel or more of oil or exploration and production waste is spilled,” to “exploration and production waste is spilled outside of berms or other secondary containment, the spill shall be reported within 24 hours after discovery.”  
   Such an amendment lets the industry off the hook in that spills NOT outside of berms or other secondary containment do not have to be reported by the industry. 

House Bill 113-1251:  Postponed indefinitely on May 7th, HB 1251 would have increased the collection of a DNA sample from offenders convicted of a misdemeanor (class 1, 2 or 3). Current law which Coloradans are still stuck with only requires offenders to provide a DNA sample, if the offense involved unlawful sexual conduct or a felony offense. 

House Bill 13-1271:  Signed by the Governor on May 14th, HB 1271 provides for establishment of a statewide child abuse reporting hotline and implementation by the Department of Human Services. Said hotline is to be operated 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, and is required to “create a formal process for county departments of human services to opt to have the state department [of human services] receive reports and inquiries on behalf of the county after hours or for another county to receive reports after hours or on a short-term basis.” 
Senate Bill 13-201:  Known as the “warm and fuzzy” star piece of legislation of the session, SB 201 was signed by the Governor on May 13th, and designates dogs and cats adopted from Colorado animal shelters and rescues as the state pets of the state of Colorado. As with other state emblems and symbols, our new state pets will be honored with a painting commissioned to be ultimately installed in the exhibition area of Mr. Brown’s Attic at the Capitol, yet another place well worth checking out when visiting down under the Gold Dome. 
   The reader’s comments or questions are always welcome.  E-mail me at doris@dorisbeaver.com.
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